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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI 

SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION 
 

In re                 § Chapter 11 
                 § 
BRIGGS & STRATTON               § Case No. 20-43597-399 
CORPORATION, et al.,   § 
                 § (Jointly Administered) 

Debtors.1 §     
§ Related Docket No. 30 

                 § Obj. Deadline: August 11, 2020, 4:00 p.m.    
      § Hearing Date: August 18, 2020 

§ Hearing Time: 10:00 a.m. (CT) 
 

LIMITED OBJECTION AND RESERVATION OF RIGHTS OF DANTHERM S.P.A. 
TO MOTION OF DEBTORS FOR INTERIM AND FINAL ORDERS  

(I) AUTHORIZING DEBTORS TO PAY PREPETITION OBLIGATIONS IN THE 
ORDINARY COURSE OF BUSINESS TO (A) CRITICAL VENDORS, 

(B) FOREIGN CREDITORS, AND (C) 503(b)(9) CLAIMANTS; 
AND (II) GRANTING RELATED RELIEF 

 
 NOW COMES Dantherm S.p.A. (“Dantherm”), by and through its undersigned counsel, 

and for its Limited Objection and Reservation of Rights (the “Limited Objection”) to Motion of 

Debtors for Interim and Final Orders (I) Authorizing Debtors to Pay Prepetition Obligations in 

the Ordinary Course of Business to (A) Critical Vendors, (B) Foreign Creditors, and (C) 503(b)(9) 

Claimants; and (II) Granting Related Relief (the “Vendor Motion”) (ECF No. 30), respectively 

states as follows: 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 The Debtors in these chapter 11 cases, along with the last four digits of each Debtor’s federal tax identification 
number, are Briggs & Stratton Corporation (2330), Billy Goat Industries, Inc. (4442), Allmand Bros., Inc. (4710), 
Briggs & Stratton International, Inc. (9957), and Briggs & Stratton Tech, LLC (2102). The address of the Debtors’ 
corporate headquarters is 12301 West Wirth Street, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53222.  
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Jurisdiction, Core Nature, and Venue 

1. This Court has jurisdiction of this matter pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1334. This matter 

is a core proceeding pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 157(b)(2). Venue is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 

1408 and 1409. 

Background, Request for Relief, and Reservation of Rights 

2. These chapter 11 cases were commenced on July 20, 2020 (the “Petition Date”). 

Prior to the Petition Date, Dantherm had an extensive business relationship with the Debtors, 

particularly Allmand Bros., Inc. Dantherm sells to one or more of the Debtors a large volume of 

specially-manufactured goods used by one or more of the Debtors in the manufacture of its 

products.   

3. The Vendor Motion requests, inter alia, authority to pay prepetition amounts owed 

to Vendor Claimants2 in order to preserve the continuity of, and avoid disruption to, the Debtors’ 

international operations. The Vendor Motion defines three categories of Vendor Claimants: 

Critical Vendors, Foreign Creditors, and 503(b)(9) Claimants. 

4. Dantherm believes it likely falls within each of the three categories of Vendor 

Claimants defined in the Vendor Motion. 

5. As an essential integrated supplier and a supplier of proprietary or custom parts, 

Dantherm is a Critical Vendor as defined in paragraphs 12-14, 15, and 17 of the Vendor Motion. 

6. With a base of operations in Italy, Dantherm perhaps is a Foreign Creditor as 

defined in paragraph 22 of the Vendor Motion, although Dantherm has never made threats to any 

of the Debtors. 

                                                 
2  Capitalized terms used but not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to such terms in the 
Vendor Motion. 
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7. As a holder of such claims, Dantherm also is a 503(b)(9) Claimant as defined in 

paragraph 25 in the Vendor Motion, with over $1.3 million in specially-manufactured goods 

delivered in the ordinary course of its business to the Debtors within 20 days of the Petition Date. 

8. Based on preliminary discussions among the parties, although specific terms and 

amounts have not been discussed, Dantherm reasonably believes that the Debtors intend to include 

Dantherm as a Vendor Claimant under the Vendor Motion, and correctly so as such treatment 

would be beneficial to the Debtors’ estates. 

9. Dantherm’s concern, however, is predicated in part on the voluntary petition filed 

in these cases, which includes the Debtors’ 30 largest unsecured creditors who are not insiders. 

(ECF No. 1) On page 16 of that filing, Dantherm is listed as the holder of an unsecured claim in 

the amount of $656,981.00. 

10. As evidenced by the bills of lading and invoices attached hereto as Exhibit A, 

which are incorporated herein by this reference, Dantherm’s prepetition claim is not less than 

$3,015,792.84 (“Dantherm’s Prepetition Claim”).  

11. The Vendor Motion, and the DIP Motion and DIP Budget referenced therein, 

propose to allocate $35 million for payment of prepetition claims held by Vendor Claimants. 

Dantherm’s prepetition claim is nearly 9% of this amount. 

12. Accordingly, Dantherm files this Limited Objection to set forth Dantherm’s 

Prepetition Claim, and to reserve all rights and remedies with respect thereto, for the purpose of 

assuring the correct amount of Dantherm’s claim will be included in the DIP Budget, and to be 

paid on such terms as are fair and just.3  

                                                 
3  Dantherm wishes to support the Debtors’ chapter 11 objectives. However, the existing circumstances are fluid and 
uncertain, including whether Dantherm is in fact considered a Vendor Claimant, and, if so, the amount and terms 
upon which the Dantherm Prepetition Claim will be paid. Accordingly, to preserve and protect its rights, claims, and 
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13. Dantherm reserves all of its rights to supplement, amend, and withdraw this Limited 

Objection as more information becomes available.  

WHEREFORE, Dantherm S.p.A. respectfully requests that this Limited Objection be 

sustained in its entirety; that any and all amounts to be paid to Dantherm in accordance with the 

Vendor Motion be in an amount not less than $3,015,792.84; that the terms of payment of such 

amount be fair and reasonable; and that Dantherm be granted such further and additional relief as 

may be equitable and just under the circumstances presented. 

Dated: August 11, 2020          Respectfully submitted,    

      DANTHERM S.P.A. 

             By: /s/ Robert W. Stephens 
             Robert W. Stephens (MO #57505) 
      Swanson Martin & Bell, LLP 
      800 Market Street, Suite 2100  
      St. Louis, MO 63101 
      T: 314-241-7100 
      F: 314-242-0990 
      rstephens@smbtrials.com 
 
      and 
 

Charles S. Stahl, Jr.  
Swanson, Martin & Bell, LLP 
2525 Cabot Drive, Suite 204 
Lisle, IL 60532 
T; 630-799-6990 
F: 630-799-6901 
cstahl@smbtrials.com      

 

                                                 
interests, on August 9, 2020, Dantherm served a reclamation claim on the Debtors, which it will withdraw if the 
concerns expressed herein are resolved in an mutually satisfactory fashion.   
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