
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY 

In re 

UN I T E D  SI T E  SE RV I C E S ,  IN C.  et al., 1 

Debtors. 

 Case No. 25-23630 (MBK) 
Chapter 11 
(Jointly Administrated) 

 
 

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION OF NOTICE OF (I) COMMENCEMENT OF 
CHAPTER 11 BANKRUPTCY CASES, (II) HEARING ON THE ADEQUACY  

OF THE DISCLOSURE STATEMENT AND CONFIRMATION OF THE  
PRE-PACKAGED PLAN, AND (III) CERTAIN OBJECTION  

DEADLINES IN THE NEW YORK TIMES 
 

This Affidavit of Publication includes the sworn statement verifying that the Notice of (I) 
Commencement of Chapter 11 Bankruptcy Cases, (II) Hearing on the Adequacy of the Disclosure 
Statement and Confirmation of the Pre-Packaged Plan, and (III) Certain Objection Deadlines was 
published and incorporated by reference herein as follows: 
 

1. In The New York Times on January 2, 2026, attached hereto as Exhibit A. 
 

 
1      The last four digits of the tax identification number of United Site Services, Inc. are 3387. A complete list of the 

Debtors in these chapter 11 cases (the “Chapter 11 Cases”), with each one’s tax identification number, principal 
office address and former names and trade names, is available on the website of the Debtors’ noticing agent at 
www.veritaglobal.net/USS. The location of the principal place of business of United Site Services, Inc., and the 
Debtors’ service address for these Chapter 11 Cases is 118 Flanders Road, Suite 1000, Westborough, MA 01581. 
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620 8th Avenue 
New York, NY 10018 
nytimes.com 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION 

I, Larnyce Tabron, in my capacity as a Principal Clerk of the Publisher 
of The New York Times, a daily newspaper of general circulation 
printed and published in the City, County, and State of New York, 
hereby certify that the advertisement annexed hereto was published in 
the editions of The New York Times on the following date or dates, to 
wit on. 

January 5, 2026

1/2/2026, NY/NATL, pg B3
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TRAVEL | INTERNATIONAL

Dear Tripped Up,
During a trip to Europe last summer,
my husband and I woke up in the
Abbaye des Vaux-de-Cernay, a hotel
about an hour’s drive southwest of
Paris, covered in what we are sure
were bedbug bites. Our daughter, who
was in a separate room, was fine. After
checkout, we got in touch via text
message with our dermatologist, who
confirmed from our photos that they
were most likely bedbug bites and
suggested medications. We discarded
and replaced our pajamas and some
other clothes, had the rest dry-
cleaned, and saw a doctor to get pre-
scriptions. We also called and emailed
the hotel to inform them and request
they reimburse both our expenses —
about $800 in all — and our stay, which
cost about $1,050. But management
responded slowly and ultimately re-
fused, forwarding a report from a
pest-control company saying that no
bedbugs had been found in our room.
The report was dated a week after our
stay, presumably after the room was
cleaned and the linens changed. We
believe the hotel owes us $1,850. Can
you help? STACY, FARMINGTON, CONN.

Dear Stacy,
I’m imagining readers — especially
those in a hotel room — squirming at
your story. No one likes the idea of
bloodsucking bedfellows, and if bed-
bugs were the culprit, it seems as if
you should be compensated for some, if
not all, of your costs.

But proving a bedbug attack can be
challenging if the hotel disputes your
account, and Julien Davain, the deputy
general manager of the property, put
up a spirited defense. He told me in a
phone interview that the hotel cleaned
your room after you checked out, but
only because it did not receive your
first email until late that night. At that
point, he said, the room was closed off
and the hotel hired a top pest-control
company from Paris, As de Pic. As
soon as scheduling allowed, he said,
the company sent a trained detection
dog, turned the room upside down and
found no sign of bedbugs.

Some hotel managers might have
adopted a customer-is-always-right
stance and reimbursed your expenses
anyway, but not Mr. Davain. “If I reim-
burse Madame, it is like I am guilty,” he
said. “We really wanted to do a ges-
ture, but if we do so, that’s it. We open
the door to say we are guilty.”

He suggested that you might have
been bitten by other insects or spiders
on the hotel grounds, which include
forested areas and a lake. Mr. Davain
pointed out that his son, who goes to a
nearby school with a lot of outdoor
programs, often comes home with
unexplained bites.

You disagree, of course, and your
insistence that these bites came from
bedbugs at the hotel seems logical. You
point out that bedbug bites often come
in straight lines, which I confirmed
with Ed Rajotte, an emeritus professor
of entomology at Penn State Univer-
sity.

I later emailed him your photos and
shared Mr. Davain’s theory that other
critters had been involved. “The pic-
tures are consistent with bite patterns
that bedbugs would cause,” he wrote
back. “The alternatives seem unlikely.”

But my best efforts to press Mr.
Davain went nowhere. It also doesn’t
help that bedbug bites sometimes don’t
show up for days or even weeks after
one is bitten, according to the Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention,
widening the possibilities of where
exactly the creepy encounter took
place.

I discussed your complaint and
shared your photos with Jeffrey Lip-
man, a lawyer in Iowa who specializes
in class-action bedbug cases. He and a
physician-entomologist he works with
also concluded your bites were “consis-
tent” with the work of bedbugs.

But you would most likely need
photographs of the creatures on site to
prove it, he said.

And not just any photos will do.
Another traveler, Karen from Voor-

burg, the Netherlands, wrote to me
after a stay last Halloween at the Em-
pire Hotel in New York City. Because of
a past encounter with bedbugs, she
said, she routinely examines mat-
tresses when she checks into a hotel.

After she found and shot photos and
video of what she believes were bed-
bugs in her room, staff members
moved her to another room, where she
found more. She then stayed in a third

room and was not bitten, but told me
that front desk staff “looked embar-
rassed” and promised her a refund.
Months later, she has not received one.
(“We do not acknowledge any bedbug
presence in that room on that date,”
Ecker Cano, a manager at the Empire,
wrote in an email to me. He added that
the hotel followed industry-standard
protocols to prevent infestations.)

I sent Karen’s photos and videos to
Mr. Lipman, but they just weren’t clear
enough. “It’s consistent with a bed-
bug,” he said in a phone call. “But to be
sure, you’ve got to have a lot better
photographic evidence.”

The appearance of a few bedbugs is
not a hotel’s fault, he said, noting that
“every hotel” gets bedbugs. (A 2017
study by the pest-control company
Orkin placed the figure at more like 80
percent.) A well-designed and well-
executed prevention effort is what
makes the difference. “If they’re fol-
lowing appropriate inspection proto-
cols, they should be able to find the
bedbugs before they ever bite a guest,”

Mr. Lipman said. Some hotels, he said,
offer rewards to staff members who
find bedbugs.

The housekeeping team at the Ab-
baye is “trained to be vigilant for any
signs of bedbugs during routine clean-
ing,” Mr. Davain wrote in a follow-up
email. If there are any suspicions from
staff or guests, the hotel holds off on
renting the room and calls in the in-
spection company. That has happened
three times in two years, he said, and
all three inspections found the rooms
to be bedbug-free.

Alas, I couldn’t get your expenses
covered, Stacy, but perhaps I can help
you and other readers avoid such
situations in the future.

Before booking a property, check the
reviews for mentions of bedbugs.
(Google and Tripadvisor reviews are
searchable by keyword.) One or two
complaints over the years are not an
immediate cause for alarm, although
“No results found” is certainly better.

When you arrive, even jet-lagged,
resist the urge to collapse right into
bed. First, put your luggage in the
bathtub, recommended Dr. Rajotte of
Penn State. Next, pull back the bed-
ding, and check for bedbugs on the
mattress — especially under the “welt-
ing,” or fabric-covered cords, around
the edges. Then check behind the
headboard, on nearby furniture and
even behind any art hung above the
bed, he added. Also be on the lookout
for the tiny shells left by nymphs when
they shed their exoskeletons, and spots
that might be fecal matter.

If you see anything, document it as
best you can, in as much light as you
can, and as sharply focused as your
phone allows. Then share your findings
with the hotel staff right away.

But bedbugs are wily and flat
enough (when not engorged with
blood) that you may miss them. If you
wake up with bites, inspect everything
again and photograph what you find
before fleeing the scene.

Some online sources suggest captur-
ing a suspicious insect and taking it
with you as evidence. But why know-
ingly bring a bedbug into your space?
A photo can’t cause an infestation.

When you get home, experts recom-
mend unpacking in the bathtub, vacu-
uming out your suitcase and running
all your clothes in a hot dryer for at
least 20 minutes to kill any bugs and
eggs. Unfortunately, bedbugs love to
travel too.

Help! Our Hotel Won’t Admit It Has Bedbugs.
A resort near Paris won’t pay medical and cleaning bills for a couple who woke up covered in bites.

Tripped Up
By SETH KUGEL

If you need advice about a best-laid travel
plan that went awry, send an email to
TrippedUp@nytimes.com.

CHARLIE PADGETT

A cargo ship severed an undersea
telecommunications cable in the
Gulf of Finland on Wednesday in
what the Finnish police said they
suspected was an act of sabotage
that led them to seize the vessel.

The ship, the Fitburg, was en
route from St. Petersburg in Rus-
sia to the port of Haifa in Israel
when it damaged a cable connect-
ing the capitals of Helsinki in Fin-
land and Tallinn in Estonia, the au-
thorities said.

The vessel was sailing under
the flag of the Caribbean island
nation of St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines at the time of the episode,
which officials said happened
around 5 a.m. local time.

The cut did not disrupt service,
according to Elisa, the Finnish
telecommunications company
that operates the cable.

In a statement, Elisa said that
its network was designed and se-
cured with multiple routes, so
services are not disrupted if a con-
nection is cut. Details about the
depth and thickness of the cable
were not available.

The Finnish authorities said on
Wednesday that they were inves-
tigating the incident as “aggravat-
ed criminal damage, attempted
aggravated criminal damage, and
aggravated interference with tele-
communications.”

On Wednesday, officials
stopped short of pointing fingers
at a possible foreign actor.

“Hopefully it was not a deliber-
ate act, but the investigation will
clarify,” Alar Karis, Estonia’s pres-

ident, said on social media of the
damage to the cable. “The Esto-
nian and Finnish authorities are
working closely together to
gather additional information.”

The section of cable that was
damaged was in Estonia’s “exclu-
sive economic zone,” according to
investigators, who said that the
Fitburg was intercepted in Finn-
ish waters with its anchor lowered
into the sea.

A tactical team with the Finnish
Border Guard rappelled to the
ship’s deck from helicopters be-
fore seizing the vessel and taking
custody of its 14 crew members,
the authorities said.

According to maritime records,
the ship is managed and operated
by Albros Shipping and Trading
Ltd., which is based in Istanbul.
The company did not immediately
respond to a request for comment.

A second telecommunications
cable connecting Finland and Es-
tonia experienced an outage on
Wednesday, though it was not im-

mediately clear if the two events
were connected.

It was not the first time that an
undersea cable in the Baltic re-
gion had been damaged.

In November 2024, Germany’s
defense minister said that the sev-
ering of two fiber-optic cables in
the Baltic Sea within one day of
each other was an act of sabotage
aimed at European countries that
were supporting Ukraine in its
war against Russia.

One of those cables connects
Finland and Germany; the other
links Lithuania and Sweden.

In December of 2024, the Finn-
ish authorities seized an oil tanker
on the suspicion that it was in-
volved in cutting vital undersea
cables and said that the ship
might have been part of Russia’s
“shadow fleet,” aimed at evading
Western restrictions.

Sabotage Is Suspected in Cutting of Undersea Cable
By NEIL VIGDOR 

and JOHANNA LEMOLA

President Alar Karis said Estonia is
working with Finland on the inquiry.

INTS KALNINS/REUTERS

Neil Vigdor reported from New York,
and Johanna Lemola from Helsinki,
Finland.
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