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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY C@’

FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS
HOUSTON DIVISION

*Stathen OGnsneh

In Re;

Tehum Care Services, Inc

Case No: 23-90086 (CML)

) CHAPTER 11 )
Debtor.
Anant Kumar Tripati Adv. Pro. No. 23-03072 (CML)
Plaintiff,
Vs.

Sarah Tirschwell, et al.,

Defendants.

REPLY TO RESPONSE TO ECF 202

The Débtor and Those in Concert Cannot Be Rewarded

1 1 The debtor and those named as defendants by Tripati, have

been put on notice that their bribery scheme warrants they be shut

out of the court. By clear and convincing evidence it has been

proven that when Judge Christopher Lopez found out that the

Debtor and all interested parties had bribed Judge David Jones, by
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hiring Liz Freeman, the live-in girlfriend of Judge David Jones,

Judge Lopez immediately stopped it, nullified all actions.

1 2 As a matter of law, the Debtor, the liability insurers and all
Defendants, including Gray Reed; Jason S. Brookner; Aaron

Kaufman; Lydia Webb; Amber Carson; Flacks Group; Isaac

e ———— = = o

Lefkowitz; Perigrove 1018 ; Geneva Consulting Inc; Senior ~

Management of Corizon Health; Sara Tirschwell; YesCare, CHS
Tex; Liz Freeman, Jackson Walker must be shut out of these

proceedings.

To Protect the Integrity of the Bankruptcy Courts, When The

Debtor And These Lawyers Bribed Judge David Jones, They
And Those Who Would Have Benefited Must Be Barred

9 3 The Supreme Court emphasized in Hazel Atlas Glass Co. v.
Hartford-Empire Cv., 322 US 238, 246 (1944) this inherent power

is a cruc1a1 mechanlsm for protectlng the 1ntegr1ty of the judicial

process:

o [Tlampering with the administration of justice in the manner
indisputably shown here involves far more than an injury to
a single litigant. It is a wrong against the institutions set up

to protect and safeguard the public, institutions in which
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fraud cannot complacently be tolerated consistently with the

good order of society. . ..

71 4 The inherent power to “fashion appropriate sanction[s] for
conduct which abuses the judicial process” was reaffirmed by the

Supreme Court in Chambers v. NASCO, Inc. 501 US 32, 44 (1991)

Where bribery of a judge occurs in the midst of ongoing judicial
proceedings, and is specifically directed at affecting those

proceedings, it often is termed “fraud on the court.”

15 A court, as an exercise of this inherent authority, may sanction

fraud on the court through dismissal

16 First, most courts that have considered the issue have
concluded that fraud on the court must be proved by clear and
convincing evidence—a standard of proof higher than the
preponderance of the evidence standard that normally applies in
civil cases—before it can be punished through an exercise of

inherent power.

CONCLUSION
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9 7. The Debtor, the liability insurers and all Defendants, including
Gray Reed; Jason S. Brookner; Aaron Kaufman; Lydia Webb; Amber
Carson; Flacks Group; Isaac Lefkowitz; Perigrove 1018 ; Geneva
Consulting Inc; Senior Management of Corizon Health; Sara

Tirschwell; YesCare, CHS Tex; Liz Freeman, Jackson Walker must

-~ be shut out of the court. e e

1 No defense they present must be considered otherwise,

everyone will try bribing judges.

Y They cannot benefit.

Respectfully submitted,

Anant Kumar Tripati .

Tripati hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the
foregoing document was served by the Court’s CM/ECF system on
all parties requesting notice/ all parties who have entered

appearance.
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Accounts from guards provided in-
consistent details, revealing discrepancies
regarding when Harper was handcuffed
and how he was behaving. Fellow detainees
reported hearing Harper’s screams and the
sound of a violent struggle in his cell before
his death. -

“It sounded like he was being stomped
in there,” said one, Travis Fletcher.

Corizon Health B

n November 14, 2023, the federal
Bankruptcy Court for the Southern

District of Texas, approved a new media-

_ tor to oversee the dissolution of Corizon
Health ‘successor Tehum Care Services,
Tnc. Retired bankruptcy judge Christopher
Sontchi replaced former Judge David Jones,
who resigned after it was revealed that he
shares 2 home with Liz Freeman, an attor-
ney representing the other Corizon Health
successor, YesCare, in settlement talks.
As PLN:reported, Corizon Health
moved its headquarters to Texas to take ad-
vantage of state law permitting a “divisional

merger” that put most of the company’s -

liabilities into'a new firm, Tehum, while
its on-going—and profitable—business
was transferred to another new firm called
YesCare. [See: PLN, Aug. 2023, p.35.]
Tehum promptly filed for bankruptcy in
the Court, threatening nearly §1.2 billion
in outstanifing obligations inherited from
Corizon Health, including $88 million in
settlement payouts in 475 lawsuits alleging
medical neglect and mistreatment.

Of these payments, 200 were owed by
Corizon Health to prisoners and former

prisoners before the company executed the _

“Texas Two-Step.” After that, Jones oversaw
negotiations that were about to result in a
settlement of just $8.5 million for all 200
claims, netting each prisoner as little as
85,000 after legal costs and fees. But then
his affair with Freeman was reported on Oc-
tober 6, 2023, and Jones resigned. The U.S.
Trustee Program, which provides oversight
to federal bankruptey proceedings, filed an
objection to the settlement with U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Christophet Lopez, who granted
a delay requested by creditors.

That bought time to answer questions
“regarding YesCare and Tehum’s cur-
rent ownership” raised by a group of U.S.
Senators in a letter sent to executives of the

January 2024

Marceno insisted that injuries the
coroner found were “minor in nature.” Mu-
wakkil, whose NAACP chapter accepted
$5,000 from the Sheriff; said his group
believed what they were told, but added that
“[wle have no problem with re-estsblishing
our position.”

However, surveillance video of the inci~

dent is no longer available; Fox determined

fitms on October 24, 2023. The lawmakers
pointed to a $37 million bankruptey loan

to Tehum that was forgiven by Geneva’

Consulting LI.C, a subsidiary of Gen-
esis Healthcare. That firm is controlled by
Isaac Lefkowitz, who also owns Perigrove,
the investment firm that bought Corizon
Health and stilf owns YesCare—as well as
its hucrative contracts fo provide prisoner
healthcare, including one signed in 2022
with the Alabama Department of Coxrec-
tions worth $1 billion.

One of the signers to the letter, Sen.
Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.), earlier cafled
out Lefkowitz and Genesis Healthcare in
2021 for taking $300 millien in govern-
ment handouts during the COVID-19
pandemic to shower executives with huge
bomuses, even as 2,800 residents in the firm’s
nursing homes died of the disease. In their
mere recent letter, Warren and her fellow

senators warned Lefkowitz that the US.

bankruptcy system “was not des:gned to

- provide an avenue for companies to evade

accountability for wrongdoing.”

But as one attorney representing the
widow of an Arizona prisoner said, “These
guys are playinglhidc-a.nd-go—seek with
all the money.” Evén former Corizon
Health CEO James Hyman agreed it was

“essentially an old-fashioned bankvuptcy
fraud scheme,” at least before he dropped
his wrongfirl dismissal suit in July 2023—
perhaps after reaching an undocketed
settlement with YesCare. See: Hyman «.
YesCare Corp., USDC (M.D. Tenn.), Case
No. 3:22-cv-01081.

Joining Warren in sending the letter

were Sens. Dick Durbin (D-I11.), Mazie -

Hirono (D-Hawaii), Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.),
Dick Blumenthal (D-Conn.), Ron Wyden
(D-Ote.), Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), Peter
Welch (D-Vt.) and Cory Booker (D-N.J.).
Judge Lopez also questioned the settlement

29

it was exempt from state public-record

disclosure laws, so LCSO deleted it after
30 days.

“They just brushed it under the rug,”
said Fletcher. “It’s smkenmg » W

Sources: Fort Myers News Press, WBBH,
WINK :

§

t

ankruptcy Delayed by Revelation
of Attorney’s Affair With Mediator

#

once Jones resigned, saying he “never really
liked the deal.”Lopez then appointed Sont-
chi to replace Jones as mediator in the case,
asking him to review the entire settlement
and not just Jones’ conflict of interest,

. “We now have better disclosure,” Lo-
pez said, “but now folks need to rethink
the deal.” _

PLN will update developments in the
bankruptcy case as they are available. See:
In re: Tebum Care Services, Inc.,USBC (5.D.
Tex.), Case No. 73-90086.

Meanwhile, clients of Freeman's former

law firm, Jackson Walker, are calling for -

millions of doHars in refunds of fees paid in
cases overseen by Jones, who was one of the
country’s busiest bankruptcy judges before
his affair with the attorney was exposed and
he was forced to resign. %

Additional source: Business Insider, Reuters,
US4 Today ‘

The Best 500+ Non-Prefit

Organizations for Prisoners

& Their Families (6th edition)

Only$19.99

Order from: Prisan Legal News, POB 1151
Lake Worth Beach, FL 33460
561-360-2523

Add $6 shipping for alf book orders under $50.

Prison Legal News






